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C. L. MINOR, Editor & Froprietof.

Saturday, July 6, 187‘3._

THE NECESSITY of EDUCATION

Tmwonr article ot last issve, under
the above: head, we pointed out
some facts which seem te have
aroused the indignation of some
of our foreign-born citizens. We
take not back what we have said,
on the contrary, we repeat again,
there are men who land upon our
shores who are “bratally ignor-
ant.”” But we erred in one thing,
and that is in not mentioning the
fact that many—aye, a great many
of our native born Americans are
s0 brutally ignorant as nof to
know their own language. There-
fore the necessity of a compulsory
system of education is needed in
this country, not alone to force in-
telligence into the minds of the
children of foreigners who have
made this their home, but alsoour
own offsprings,

Notwithstanding the number
and varlety of schools—publie, pri-
vate, elementary and higher
grades—and the consequent gen-
eral education of our people, there
are new, as there have been, vast
numbers who eannot read and
write. The United States census
for 1860 shows the number of
white persons, over the age of 20
years, unable to read and write,
to be 1,126,575, If we add to this
number 91,736 {ree colored illiter-
ate aduolts, and 1,633,800 adult
slaves, now free, we have the
alarming aggregate of 2,872,111,
or nearly 3,000,000 of our adult
population, to say nothing of the
young persons who are growing
up in ignorance (over three mil-
lions in number), are reported as
wholly ignorant—beasts of bur-
den.

Our illiterate are, most of them,
we are sorry to say, nstive born.
In 1860, according to ihe census,
there were, of our illiterate adults,
but 346,898 of foreign birth, while
there were B71,418 native born,

In connection with the above
figures, we extract the follewing
from the annual report of the
Commissioner of BEdueation:

* # # From such facts asthis,
and from careful comparisons of
the census reports of the several
BStates, and for the several years
1840, 1850 and 1860, there can be
no doubt that the figures i the
censusmay be relied on as much

below the paiaful truth.
But there is a further view to be

J

taken onthe question. There :u'cl
largre numbers of persons who ean |
rofd a little, but who read$o im=
,pl‘l’fﬂct;?". and w.th such hesita-
tion and diffienlty, thai Uiy Do
Nor read'at all. They aré prat-
tically, if not absolutely, illiterate.
There are.many words that-ense-
sount of our irregular and difficult
spelling they cannot understand,
ind many more that they make
out slowly and with great ‘diffi-
culty. The attempt to read is to
them so profitless, so dull, and se
laborious, that they give it up,
and make little or no use of books
and newspapers. k. L

We only depict the true state of
our feelings when we say that we
are heartfelt sorry that any por-
tion of our community, of foreign
birth, should deem that the ar-
ticle published in our last issme
was an attack upon their state of
civilization er the institutionsof
their father-land. The idea we
meant to communicate wassimply
that our present system of educa-
tion is inadeqgunate, and that the
compulsory system, if generally
adopted, would not only enhance
the value of American institu-
tions, but would operate as a pre-
server of those institutions. We
did not mean that foreigners or
their progeny were the only per-
sons in need of this reformation,
but that ull would be benefited by
the adoption of such a system, If
any person or persons descry any-
thing erroneous cr culpable in the
article alluded to, we can only ask
them to circumscribe or confine
the erigin to the head, and not at-
tribute it to the heart.

Juries and the Chsallenge Bystem.

The absurdity of the existing
rules for the seleetion of juriesis
again illustrated by the proceed-
ings in the Stokes trial, at New
York. The second panel of jurors
has been exhausted, and but four
have been accepted. In the last
panel the defense challenged pe-
romptarily thirty times. At this
rate it may take until next Chist-
mas to obtain a jury; yet though
it is apparent that this delay isa
part of the plan of defense, and in-
tended to defeat justice, the Court
must submit foit. Insuch cases
the greater the notoriety of the
erime the more difleult is it to se-
cure a jury, for in a city like New
York , where the daily papers are
read by nearly every person ol
averuge intelligence,there must be
abundantopportunity forchalleges
on the scoreof prejudice. The rule
followed usually is that if the ju-
ror admits having read the ac-
count of the erime in the papers,
whether or no he has formed an

( pinion on €such T &, he is

'_1'1?.“0 L f*“ m3 er of fuct,
'-no‘pé*r:g:(qf ﬁ:fﬁ#: nt fntelligence
'toserve.on the jury in stéh o case
as that of Stokes can have fuiled
to read the papers, and few proba-
bly have failed to form an opinion..
Here, again, the absurdity and
unreason of the system appears;
for it is assumed, under it, that no
person who has come to an opinion
from reading a mewspaper report
of a crime can weigh the evidence
impartially, and a true verdict
render. This is the merest non-
sense, but in fact it wontld seem
that the cus-om had been framed

justice, really aﬁeru@'ﬂqh the con-
trery direction, andlenables the
eriminaf to delay the iril, and to
inerease the odds of wefuitial in
proportion to the stupidily of the
jury. It may be possible in trivial
cases to secure competent panels
under this system, but it is certain
thatitinvolves an inereasing in-
competence in the jurors as the
characler of the crime, and its no-
toriety, ascends in magnitude.
Every man in New York, of
course, knows just how Jas. Fisk,
Jr., was killed, so far #5 the papers

could tell them, and therefore,
according to this rule, every man

| in New York is disabled from serv-

expressly for the benefit of crim- | ing on the jury. The possession
inals, and against the interests of I. ﬂf%@iﬂf:f{ nff'}”ﬁ"nfﬂ is, in ;’act.

: : - | sufficient to debar any man fromy
justice. The logical result of it is trying, & critoivad, ankl thus 18 Bt
to secure the impaneling of the |seldom happens that offenders are
most abjectly stupid and unintel- | tried by their literal *‘peers’—

o namely, by other criminals. How
ligent jury that can be weeded out | 5., 000" }s ffected it §s not neces-
of half a dozen panels. The ohject 'sary to point out. A reference to

of such action is plain. The coun- | the criminal ealendar of New York

sel for the defense, when they
have a specially bad case to de-

fend, cannot hope to eajole an in-

telligent jury, but they may pull

wool over the eyes of such o set of

blockheads as ecan be gathered

from that small minority who

neverread the papers. There can

be no pretence of guarding the de- |
fendant againstsinister influences,
for such points are always guarded
by the peremptory challenge, and |
the jury is certain, in any event, |
to be selected from perscns who |
are wholly indifferent to the
eriminal.

It is impossible to adduce a sin-
gle valid reason in defense of this
practice. It is in effect a wresting
of the plain letter of the law from
its true intent, in the interestof
the criminal, and its sole tendency
is to delay, and to defeat, justice.
It is a disgraceful anomaly that in
this age we should so senselessly
submit to & practice which results |
in placing the trial of the most
heinous offenders in the bands of
the least intelligent, and pcssibly
the least honest, portion of the
community, We say least honest,
because it is obvious that the
friends of the prisoner may geton
the jury by swearing that they
know nothing of the case, and
have not seen any aecount of it in
the papers. This Btokes case is a i
striking test of the prineciple in-|
volved, and we hope that the in-!
Justice of the practice as presented |
in it, may draw public attention
to the question, and lead to an ’
amendment of the law in this re-
gard. The publie will perceive that
here a practice ostensibly devised
for the furtherance of the ends of

will speedily settle that question.
—[Sac. Record. -

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.

O T 1
The undersigned will pay sums
as follows on allowed bills against
the estate of John Kilbride, de-
ceased, as per order of Probate
Court,. Yoma county; the same
being the last payment, and 68
per cent. on whole amountof in-
debtedness:

Wm. King, $7.91; J. Doton,
£19.25; D. Neahr, $29.78; D. O'Con-
nor, $19.60; H, Hudson, $16.95;
Wm. Larkin, £3.02; estate J. W.
Jones, $13.05; J. W. Price, $16.22;
S. Hughes, $11.85; Hall Hanlon,
$2.85; H.,, W. & Co., $25.77; L.
Jones, §13.55; H. G. Extell. $3.03;
H. Swift, $21.68; J. Costello, $16.98.

C. W. C. ROWELL,
for Administrator.

O R 8 A L E

Two desirable and well located
Houses and Lots, situated in Ari-
zong City, Af)ply to

AVID NEAHR,
Corner First and Main streets,
Arizona City. Jiv6 1m
BENJ AMIN HAYES,
Attorney and Gounsellor at Law,
Sax Dreco, CarL.

Office, cor. of the Plaza, Old Town.
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HAYES & CO.
jly6] REAL ESTATE AGENTS. [3m

NOTICE

The undersigned, having pur-
chased SAM’S RESTAURANT,
on Main street, beg leave to in-
form the public that they will run
that popular establishment day
and night, where meals can be
had at all hours. The table will
always be supplied with the best
the market affords.

JOSEPH CHANG,
THOMAS MEET.




